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Email address - hvmes@steammachine.com
Website - http://www.steammachine.com/hvmes
President - Claude Poulsen Ph 568-8507
Secretary - Gavin McCabe Ph 567-4487
Treasurer - Rex Hill Ph 569-3169
Editor  - Peter Anderson Ph 232-4533     pjand@clear.net.nz

and the
MAIDSTONE MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC
c/o 95 Holdsworth Av, Trentham, Upper Hutt   6007
President - George Harvey Ph 972-6604
Secretary - Bob Begbie Ph 528-9114    rbegbie@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer - Brian Hawke Ph 528-4938
Patron - His Worship Mayor Wayne Guppy.
Location - Maidstone Park, Upper Hutt

Hutt Valley MES -

The first Wed of the month, Wed 3 May

at the clubrooms Petone.

Brush up on your First Aid.

A member of the Red Cross has agreed to give
us a refresher on our First Aid ability to cover all your
activities.  You never know when YOU may have to call
on this background info.  Be Prepared.

Bring some item of interest to share at the
meeting.  We all like to see progress made on a
project.

NB Our AGM will be held at the time of our
June meeting on Wednesday 7 June 2006.

HVMES Committee Meeting  The next one will
be on 3rd Tuesday, 16 May, 7.30pm — at the
Clubrooms.

 Maidstone MES -
Our club Ann ual General  mee ting will be a t

7.30pm on Thursda y 11 Ma y.

in the IHC cen tre in Goodshed R oad, Upper Hutt.

We will w elcome i tems o f in teres t tha t members ma y
wish t o sho w or discuss.

NOTICE OF MEETINGSFrom the — HUTT VALLEY MODEL
ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC.

6 Marine Parade, Petone, New Zealand   6008
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. Peter George with his 4”scale Foster single between Quo Vadis and
the Savage Gallopers. --  Photos Anderson

 At the Rangiora TE Rally
Grand Parade on 26 March.
Burrell #3142 DCC, followed by
Burrell #3148 single, both
owned by Allan Familton.
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*) OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 Will be held at 7.30 pm on Thursday 11th May, in the
IHC centre in Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt.

     That meeting will be followed by a short
monthly general meeting to clear any current
business.

Railway operations in April have been successful;
we have achieved good takings on both scheduled
running days. We thank the members who have
participated in those activities. We have had one minor
hiccup; we have had to take a 7½” G petrol driven
locomotive we were using out of action for repair. In
the last running session we had to rely on our battery
electric loco to do all the work. It managed the day
without apparent difficulty and will probably do the
same for years to come. We all worried a little on that
day however because we had no backing up power
unit.

Our April general meeting was conducted in good
spirit and encouraged by a number of pleasing
reports.

·          We have sold a number of the turned steel
7½”G railway wheels we have been advertising.
Receipts from that sale and from successful rail
operations have helped our bank balance.

·          We still have the use of the Harold Sinclair
Red Sit-in 7½” G passenger trolley we have been using
for some time. That, together with the Green trolley
built for us by Harold Sinclair, and a further similar
trolley started by Alan Kemp and to be completed
within the club, should set us up well. We are very
grateful to the Hutt Valley MES for the way they have
helped us start in 7½” G, and to Harold and Alan for
the work they have done for us. We thank them
sincerely.

We still have a small number of those 7½”G
turned wheels available for sale. The wheels are 150
mm dia over flanges, 136mm over treads and to
narrow gauge tread dimensions and profiles. We are
asking $40.00 per wheel.

I wish the best to our readers.

At the April Meeting Blair Hartle received his
driver’s steam ticket presented by our instructor Mike
Coghlan along with congratulations on putting the
effort into completing the requirements.  He also gave
a challenge to other members to get going and get
their ‘ticket’ too.

We do appreciate the efforts made by members
in the year just past, both in maintenance activities
and in the regular running of our railway. We thank
those who have participated in those activities. We
thank those who have undertaken responsibility for
managing club affairs, and those who have
represented our club at inter club activities. Without
the efforts and goodwill of people like you, our club
can not continue.

We thank our editor, Peter and the members at
HVMES who contribute to the production of Blastpipe.
All here at Maidstone appreciate their efforts and the
great job they make of the newsletter. We are indeed
fortunate that we are allowed to co-operate and to
use that newsletter as our own.

Activities we have planned for May include:-

 *) RAILWAY RUNNING DAYS: -

      Sunday 7th May - Team 1

      Sunday 21st May – Team 2

      (1.00 pm until 4.00 pm each day)

    The first running day in June will be Sunday 4/6
That will be team one’s turn. The same running
times as for May will apply.

*) WORKING BEES

Saturday Mornings, 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th May.

HVMES Notes  - the Editor

The line up of 14 of the operable model engines at Rangiora plus parts
for a Burrell, second from left.  Andy Rowe had a stall selling ME books
and material.in the white tent on the left.  The smoke from the full size
engines active on the field to the right, makes it murkier than I wished.

Maidstone Notes - Bob Begbie

We extend our greetings and best wishes to our
members and to readers of this newsletter. We have
once again reached the milestone, the last newsletter
before our annual general meeting. The year just past
has been, in some ways, quite difficult for our club.
Our membership has reduced to the stage where we
find it difficult to keep ahead of requirements for day
to day maintenance of our facilities. It appears that
we can not attempt major or even moderate
maintenance or improvement projects, without
outside help, both in financing and in provision of
labour.

At the same time our rail running operations have
been more successful than at any time in the last
several years. Passenger numbers appear to have
been markedly better than we have achieved in the
recent past, and earnings have been better. In spite
of the difficulties we have, it has been good to see
how much our customers appreciate our efforts. I do
believe it will be possible for us to build on, to grow
and to improve, our rail running operations. To do
that I think we will need another reliable and powerful
7½”G locomotive; preferably petrol driven. I think it
important that we spend some time in planning what
we need and how we are to obtain that locomotive.
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Some time was spent in
organising a working bee for the
following Saturday to get some more
progress on the stripping and painting
of the Ticket Office and Store building.
Roy Hamilton and David Grant Taylor
have been leading the way and the
project was ready for a more concerted
effort.

Bits on the table - Brian Wheeler
had the wheel rims and machined
bosses for the 2” Burrell traction engine
he is building.  Ron Blackwood  had a
control box for his beam aerial being
made for his ham radio activity.  John
Antl i f f  talked about his need to
machine some balls for some machine
handles and the method he had found
in the ME Workshop using a dividing
head and a boring tool.  He also
admitted to being side tracked into welding some of
the tubes in a Mainline Steam boiler following the visit
by the club last month.  Now that will keep him busy!

The other feature of the evening was the showing
of the official video taken of Canmod.  It was an
excellent production as far as it went, and was well
appreciated.  Unfortunately it did not cover the static
model exhibition, nor did it show any running on the
raised track, so the view was by no means complete.
Thanks to Brian Wheeler for making this available.

At the Track
Easter track running has been the feature of the

last month with a very fine day on the Friday and
reasonable weather over the rest of the weekend.  The
rostered crew on the Sunday gave about 160 rides
but the remarkable part has been that Claude ran
single handed on the other days resulting in a total of
about 460.  Again our thanks to those willing to go on
the roster and to Claude for the extra work he has put
in.  The Friday was his ‘high’ as he started about 1130
and was kept going continuously until 1630.  Perhaps
we should be supplying him with some backup for a
tea break at least!

On the Sunday Gavin brought #66  down for a
run and it certainly generated more traffic for us.
Strangely there were still a few who preferred to ride
behind #2970  when given the choice near knock off
time.

A proposal to put a roof out from the east side of
the ticket office has been adopted.  This will fit in well
with the new concrete patch in the area, and the new
ticket window that will be in that wall.  As with the present
refurbishment it will not happen suddenly. but the
planning is under way.

AGM – Our HVMES June meeting will include the
Annual General Meeting.

Our faithful committee member, John Beeforth
is stepping down and we look for a replacement for him,
and any other changes members call for.

Family membership - We are looking to create this
new category.  This would include the ordinary member
plus Spouse/Partner plus children under 18yrs who are
still at school.  The sub to be 1.5 times the ordinary
membership.

Snippet from Claude —  In our letter box last month
we received a freebee magazine from one of the
religious groups. Inside there was article entitled “Do
You Have Time for a Happier Marriage”.  The context
dealt with closer communication between couples. What
grabbed my attention was the supporting photograph
which showed a happy middle aged couple, in a garden,
standing on a ground level 7½”G track. What I need to
ask, is the morale of this article that a happy marriage

requires a live steam
track in the Garden?
Sounds good to me!

An easier
alternative for Claude
on this one is to go to
a smaller gauge.

I include a Gauge
1 photo taken at
Canmod.  It was just a
simple oval with some
sidings and storage
roads and the ‘depot’
area is shown with
Murray Bold’s little
NZR ‘D’ trundling
through.

Brian Wheeler with Blue  leaving the station area at McLeans Island on
10/1/06 during the post convention run on the CLS track. Brian records
that his max. speed reading after trying his loco out on their superb back
straight was 32.04kph.(See Autumn Blowdown) -  Photos - Anderson
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number that coincided with the
entry in the programme. Even
so they could blow around or
get hidden in particular views.
Colour schemes identified
some, but it surprised me how
many Burrells turned out in
black with red wheel spokes –
true for a working engine when
supplied new.

The prime exhibit was the
Showman’s Burrell Quo Vadis

(built in 1922 with works No. 3938) belonging to Robert
Coles and family of Shaftesbury, Dorset, England.
Accompanying it was a merry-go-round ride in the form
of a Savages 3 abreast gallopers.  This was driven by
an electric motor using current from the generator on
the Burell.  It is owned by T Mayhew of Southhampton,
Each day Robert came over the PA system giving the
story about the engine and the visit to NZ.  It hinged on
the relationship with the Hawkins family of North
Canterbury who were involved in the attendance of 5
Burrell traction engines from NZ at the Great Dorset

Steam Fair in 2000.
A glance through
the programme
shows that the
Hawkins family had
10 engines at this
rally so they are in
the business in a
big way, and the
links with the
movement in
England are strong.

A section of the
programme listed
the models to be
present but this
turned out to be
much less accurate
than the full size
engine list.  At one
stage some of the

The advertisement invited
the public to the two days, 25,
26 March when similar
programmes were run at the
Rangiora Showgrounds.  If you
were a member of one of the
TE clubs or a traction engine
owner there was further involvement with on site
camping, dinners and meetings as part of the get
together, not to mention an educational programme
run on the Friday for schools in the area.  I understand
there were some road runs associated with the event
also.  Publicity on these rallies is not very wide but I
did mention it and reproduced a photo of Quo Vadis

in the October Blast Pipe.  Details on costs,
programme etc were not posted on the A&P website
and to get these it was necessary to use the ‘contact
us’ button on the website.  I did not presume to do
this, but one
of my family
did in desper-
ation to work
out when to
plan to attend.
An e-mailed
p r o g r a m m e
provided the
in fo rmat ion
he needed.

T h e
Sou thb rook
T r a c t i o n
Engine Club
stated they
were proud to
combine with
the Northern
A & P Assn. to
bring about
this,the largest ever, gathering of tractions engines
in NZ.

The admission was $8 per adult each day with
some concessions for families and the parking was
‘free’.  There were trailer rides behind TEs, and you
could have a steer around  the same ride area
if you waited patiently for a turn, and these
too were free.

My main activity was wandering among
the engines parked around the main arena,
checking them out against the programme
that listed 79 engines (two of which were
portables), 15 models (two of which were
threshing mills), 1 steam car as well as
various stationary engines, mills, chaff
cutters, and Clydesdales.  There were several
listed engines and models that did not turn
up, but there were others there that were not
listed.  Sorting out the photo files after
getting home took some time as I had taken
many photos as the grand parade went past
each day, start ing about 3-00pm.
Fortunately most of the engines sported a

This heading banner was on the wall of
the dining hall which was decorated
with many large posters of TE related
topics.  Quo Vadis , Burrell Showmans
#3938 is the engine featured here

Above - Looking over the arena from the bank.  The smoke comes
from Allan Familton’s Burrell single #3148.  It is belted to a Prony
Brake HP tester hidden behind the Hawkins’ Burrell Tractor #3510
and the crowd of observers.
Below - Burrell SCC (single crank compound) #3050 from Timaru
returns towards the field from the short steep grade area.
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model owners rounded up most of the running models
plus a few others and had a photo together in a lineup
of 14 workable engines down to two small oscillating
engine models.  (see photo on page 2) Three Allchins,
a 2” scale Burrell Showmans Tractor,
a 4” scale Burrell SCC, the 4” scale
Burrell Showmans, were operating
engines that did not get in the lineup.
That made twenty working models
that I was aware of at the show, and 8
of these were Burrells to fit in with the
‘Burrell Special’ show theme.

A fi t t ing touch used Allan
Familton’s 4”scale Burrell single
traction engine to lead the grand
parade around on the Sunday.  The
Burrells headed the parade as in the
programme order with the other
makes following.  The suitable mobile
models came at the end and on the
Sunday the 4¼” scale Foden wagon
was followed by Peter George with his
4” Foster engine, then the 4” Fowler
compound engine, with Bruce
Geange forming the tail with his 3”
Burrell single and Richard Lockett riding as passenger
without his Allchin.  It would have had a job keeping up

with the field!  On the Saturday the tail had
consisted of only the 4” Fowler compound
and Graham Chisnall’s 2” scale Minnie
engine.

As well as the main parade of engines
there was constant movement around the
grounds as they positioned themselves for
the various activities like rides and load
hauling, demonstrations of saw milling,
threshing, chaff cutting and winching.  The
load hauling took the engines into a bit of a
dip and up a fairly steep pinch where the
engines were really made to bark.  They
usually accelerated up the grade and raised
a fair cloud of dust in the process.  On one
trip around for the Garratt tractor with the
Scammell hauled behind on a trailer, they
stalled on the rise and had to change down a
gear, to continue without further fuss.

I see in the programme that there were rides
available on Harley Davidsons in the main oval.  Yes, I
do recall seeing them at one stage but they were not
fed on coal or chaff so were not really in my sights.
There was a small ferris wheel and some other stalls

and rides in one area but again I did not give much
time for these features.

With all this heavy machinery moving around, care
was taken to rope off demonstration areas, but there

was no sense of restriction on being able
to get close to, and experience the
moment.  You should have seen the kids
frolicking in the straw discharged from the
threshing mill, and the delight of those who
chose to try steering one of the engines,
not that they were all patient enough to see
the grand parade through to the end –
about 80 machines trundling past.  The
programme included the line ‘WARNING —
Vehicular Rallies Can Be Dangerous’  with
some rules for the operators and the public
but these were not used oppressively.  The
nearest I came to trouble was when I had
my back to the Clydesdales when they
suddenly took off with their dray.  Another
bystander tapped me on the shoulder and
I was soon out of the way. (Photo next Page)

Leaving the show on the Sunday

Two of the four smart Robey compounds
at the rally.  Works Nos. 29857 and 29911.

Bruce Geange and his 3” Burrell at the end of the Sunday Parade

Graham Chisnall (Christchurch) with his 2” scale Minnie meets
Andy Comerford (Invercargill) and his 3” Burrell
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the tracks to get our trains running for Easter.”  We, in
NZ, on the other hand, have noticed the loss of our
daylight saving and the threat of less comfortable
weather.

Lindsay also goes into the relative safety merits
of the gondola and sit astride trolleys we use.  He is
strongly in favour of the sit astride form now.  It is a
pity we were so strongly influenced by them when we
built our two gondola cars HV1 and HV2.  It is only in
recent times that Lindsay has been campaigning for
the sit astride cars.  Part of this comes back to the
relative realism of the two types as it is hard to relate a
sit astride to any prototypical rail wagon.  Manukau have
tried by making the bodies wider and painting windows
along the sides to make them look a bit more like the
old A type NZR cars.

e   The March Micrometer  from Auckland SME
included an advert for a Machining Centre.  This is the
first I have seen advertised in ME circles.  It was a good
sized one too, with a $30,000 ono tag as well.  A Kira
Vertical Machining Centre, with specifications and
photos were included.  Apply to Greg Burrows.

e   The April Rails ‘n’ Sails  from Southland
indicates a lot of bailing out as the AGM approaches.
Jim Hall is dropping editorship and Bill Shieffelbein is
not doing the small scale ‘trainshed’ notes and has
stated that the ‘Branchline tours’ the club has organised
have reached the end of their run, having covered all
the local Southland and Otago areas.

e   Tauranga ‘Wheels and Floats’  for April has
12 of Steve James photos from around the South of

the South Island.  Earnslaw,
Kingston Flyer, Dunedin
Station – get the idea.  He
claims to have 286 more to go,
and he did not even make it to
Canmod.

e   The EBoP news has a
short report from Dave Fitton
himself following his serious
hospital encounter last year.
He looks forward to helping out
with some club activities as his
health improves.  We wish him
all the best in this.

They also recorded a
breakin in their March issue
and the sequel in the April
issue when they report that the
police caught up with a 17 year
old and he has been to court.
They have also had some of the
gear returned.

afternoon I tried to follow an engine and hut to get a
photo on the road.  t got too far behind and lost it
down a side road.  Going back through Rangiora on
the normal route I wondered why the long queue of
traffic was moving so slowly out of town.  The reason
became clear when I saw a column of smoke going
down the side road at Southbrook!

 e    Thames  have widely advertised their open
weekend over 20-21 May and ask for registration by
11 May.  Contact Sereena Burton on e-mail
<sereena.burton@xtra.co.nz>

e  Model Engineer No.4268 on pages 273 to 277
reproduces the British Model Engineering Liaison
Group’s ‘Boiler Test Code’ .  As it states it is all about
boiler inspections and testing.  They
do not go as far as the Australian
Boiler Codes which deal with the
design, safety factors used in the
design, as well as the construction,
management and testing of the
boilers.

Mike Leahy, a member of the
Group and Editor for the Southern
Federation newsletter has made a
copy available as a .pdf file by e-mail
and a printed version wil l  be
available in the clubhouse for
anyone interested.

e   The Whistle  for April (British
Columbia SME) has an article
headed ‘Did You Ever Wonder’ —
about the abbreviated class names
given to American diesel locos.  Of
course we hear enough about F7s
and GP40s etc so it might be
enlightening to read about the rest
of them.  Dave Simpson wrote the
explanatory article but as it gets
more complicated with modern
locos the paragraphs do not follow
in the right sequence, so there may have to be a
follow-up explanation!

There is also a good article by Joe Carroll on types
of battery chargers, and what is applicable to the types
used in the model loco field.

Lindsay McDonnell in his ‘Musings from the
Caboose’ for March states that “as we get the longer
and drier days now we can spend more time out on

20 - 21 May -- Thames Open Weekend
3 - 5 June -- Manukau Mid Winter Meet
Every fine Sunday afternoon the HVMES run at
the track at Petone, 1300 to 1600hrs  - Welcome.
Maidstone, Upper Hutt,  run on the 1st, and 3rd
Sunday of the month. - Welcome there too!

Dates to Note

From Here & There - the Editor

Richard Lockett (Palmerston North)
does some on the spot repairs to the
oil pump on his 1½” scale Allchin


