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Email address - hvmes@steammachine.com
Website - http://www.steammachine.com/hvmes
President - Claude Poulsen Ph 568-8507
Secretary - Gavin McCabe Ph 567-4487
Treasurer - Rex Hill Ph 569-3169
Editor  - Peter Anderson Ph 232-4533     pjand@clear.net.nz

and the
MAIDSTONE MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC
c/o 95 Holdsworth Av, Trentham, Upper Hutt   5018
President - Alan Thom Ph
Secretary - Bob Begbie Ph 528-9114    rbegbie@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer - Brian Hawke Ph 528-4938
Patron - His Worship Mayor Wayne Guppy.
Location - Maidstone Park, Upper Hutt

** June 2006 **

Hutt Valley MES -

Wednesday 7 June is our Annual
General Meeting commencing at 7-45pm.

It will be of short duration and
followed by a Video ‘Fire & Steam’ on a
rack railway in Austria - thanks to Brian
Wheeler.  Don’t forget to bring something
for the bits and pieces session.

HVMES Committee Meeting  The next one
will be on 3rd Tuesday, 20 June, 7.30pm — at
the Clubrooms.

 Maidstone MES -
Our club  mee ting will be a t

7.30pm on Thursda y 8th J une.

in the IHC cen tre in Goodshed R oad, Upper Hutt.

We will w elcome i tems o f in teres t tha t members
ma y wish t o sho w or discuss.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

At the May meeting  --  A number of apologies were
received and about 12 of us were there with one visitor
welcomed, in Jim Austin, as was Peter Winthrop, our
guest speaker from the Red Cross.

Claude presented sketches of a proposed roof over
the ticket office opening in its new position on the
eastern end of the station building, thanks to Roy
Hamilton.  The idea met with general approval.  Also
mentioned were the repairs needed on the sliding gate
and the progress made in machining new rollers and
wheels to allow it to operate as a sliding gate again.  As
a result of it being easily lifted off the unlocked end
there has been a noticeable reluctance of a lot of our
passengers to use the overbridge.  Other maintenance
was mentioned in that a start has been made on
painting the galvanised fencing – some portions being
painted as a sample.  The yellow is a real stand out
and matches the primary colouring of the playground.
It is not so popular with the photographers.

Peter Winthrop was given the floor and very ably
sought out what we wanted, and what we needed to
hear, and spoke along these lines from his wide
experience.

He covered the basic action, such as calling for
help. In dialling 111 make sure you say where you are,
who you are, and what has happened.  The need  to be
observant of any people around you that may be having
apparent difficulty was stressed.  The person may be
suffering from stroke or seizure   The use of the
recovery position while waiting for expert help is to

From the — HUTT VALLEY MODEL
ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC.

6 Marine Parade, Petone, New Zealand   6008

Ivanhoe F241 , a 5”G loco belonging to Laurie Bason had a rare
exposure on the Kapiti track at the time of their open weekend in
February this year.  Alastair Mciver is driving and the backdrop is the
magnificent Weta water tower.                         -  Photo Anderson
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HVMES Notes  - The Editor

Dog’s eye view of our newly painted fence.  Henry Cutriss runs
#2970 on Sunday 21 May.
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of work, especially for the four horn and frame
stretchers to take the driving axles.  The valve gear
frame and the trailing truck frame have also been
made.  The smokebox sets it all off with its eccentric
smokebox door.  He had a good story to go with the
casting of his own wheels as you might imagine.  Few
of us tackle that at home, but then David is a stickler
for getting into the detail. His big little word for the
day was ‘tuyere’.

It was very good to see all the bits again.

Ross Johnson  had a magnetic square to hold
work for welding, at $25 out of a mitre 10 bin, he felt
it was well worth it.  He also had on show his beam
engine now all painted and correct.  It has run under
steam and it appeared to go much better on that than

the compressed air he will be using now that
it is painted.  The first run under air had Ross
convinced that there was something radically
wrong with the valve gear, or timing, but the
steam trial put paid to that theory.  He has
been pleased to see a similar engine sold on
the web for £3,500.

Alex Gregor’s mystery object. – a ‘thing’
with a ‘T’ handle attached to the top of a pad
with a matrix of prongs that protruded from
the bottom of the pad of about 60mm dia.
These prongs could be pushed into the pad.
It was of relatively light construction and
probably not for tightening hex bolts but we
thought it might be a crown bottle top twister.
Alex was as puzzled as we were, so its real
use has not been finalised!

Claude had some brass bar of about
37mm dia. for sale at $15 per kilo.  (and there
is still about 600mm available if you need
some.)

Le tt er from Lif e Member, Allen Turner.
Allen has, with his annual donation,

asked us to pass on his warmest regards to
all.  He noted his appreciation of getting BP

make sure the airway is clear and this was
demonstrated on Claude.  Check for wrist band or
necklace type medical alert to help assess the
situation.  Always do what is decent and reasonable.

He went on to discuss burns and the need to cool
the area – using cold water for 20 minutes.  It is best
not to remove burned clothing or to disturb blistering.
Glad wrap can be to used to protect if necessary.  The
first aid kit was looked through and discussed, noting
the protective gloves to be used when blood is
present.  (Some items were in need of restocking
and I assume this has been done by the time of
writing these notes.  The lack of any blanket material
to keep a person in shock more comfortable was
also noticed, and has been corrected by a woolly
blanket for emergency use being
gifted by David Grant-Taylor.)

In thanking Peter a donation
was made to the Red Cross.

On the table we had some
interesting items including
Chevpac catalogues made
available by Stephen Sandford .

John Antliff  had experi-
mented with the ball turning
method mentioned at the last
meeting and had a sample of his
work.

David Grant-Taylor  had the
parts for his 1” scale Ka loco that
were produced many years ago.
He was working from the NZR
drawings and decided to fabricate
all the castings which entailed a lot

Ross Johnson, Stephen Sandford,
John Antliff, and Ron Blackwood

looking over the exhibits on the table.
Alex’s mystery on the left.
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to keep him informed of the
current news of his abiding
interest and to see the names of
old friends.  He says it is good to
note the names of new
supporters and the continuous
improvements being made.

It is some years since Allen
has been able to get over to the
track or to meetings.  He did
make the most of his 90 t h

birthday mentioned in a previous
BP and it is good to know of his
continuing interest.

Remi ts to the HVMES A GM
That the following be added

to Section 5 of the HVMES Rules.

Section 5 Family Member-
ship.

Shall be Full member and
Spouse/Partner and dependent
children under eighteen years of
age.

Section 17 Insert Paragraph

A2   Family Membership shall be entitled to one
vote only.

Our Treasurer , Rex Hill  is standing down after 24
years on the job so we are looking for someone to
take on the job of handling our finances.  We thank
Rex for the terrifc service he has given us over all these
years and hope the break will allow him time to finish
his ‘Minnie’ traction engine and all the other projects
he has maturing under the bench.

At the Track
We are still in need of some more of our

members to come on the roster so that no-one is
overloaded.  As reported earlier John Beeforth  has
done his share and is feeling it is time for a younger
body to take his place.  Please volunteer to Peter
Anderson if you could squeeze in a Sunday afternoon

at the track every now and again. You can specify the
days you are available if that helps you join with us in
this activity.

With the variable weather, we have had the same
variable numbers of fans coming for rides.  Claude has
continued his practice of running on Saturdays when he
can, as well as getting an earlier start on the Sundays,
and this has kept more people satisfied.

Alongside the running, Roy Hamilton , and David
Grant-Taylor  with others, have been continuing with
the beautifying of the station building.  Thanks to all
involved we are getting closer to the revised layout of
the ticket selling window and the added shelter which
could be of advantage a bit later in the year.

Sunday 28 May proved to be one of added interest
as two vehicles new to the track had a run under
reasonably warm but cloudy conditions.  Somehow the
people were out too, and we had a good number of
passengers as well as some different running.

Ron Blackwood  has recently
purchased from Silvio van Tol his 7½”G
bush tramway truck and this was Ron’s first
run with it on his own.  Most people look at
it in wonderment having never seen such a
contraption before.  Those with a
background of bush tramway practice
recognise a real work of character art in its
simplicity and clobbered together
appearance; just the sort of improvisation
that the bush engineers would get up to to
make their railways work.  We may be
stretching the concept by hauling a
passenger trolley but that is meeting the
need of our operation.  Judge for yourself
from the photo.

The truck has an 18v. 325W motor out
of a computer, under the bonnet.  This
drives an angle grinder right-angle drive
which has an output sprocket giving a chain
drive to the rear wheelset.  Two 12v marine
type batteries under the packing case on

David Grant-Taylor ‘caught’ Roy Hamilton in posing mood during one
of the recent work sessions on the station building.  The shopping
trolley HAS been collected since Claude found it on our site.

Ron Blackwood gives the ‘Green Truck’ a run at ‘Beach’ Petone.  Gran at 94 jumped at the
chance of a ride.  You can tell he is drifting here as the chain is slack on top!
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Thom has been elected to replace him. We
thank George for the work he has done from
the position of President since he was elected
in 2002. We welcome Alan to the position and
look forward to working with him.

Cyril Leigh has been elected to the
position of Safety Officer, a spot that will
become increasingly important as the hobby
strives toward a position of self regulation.
We are sure Cyril’s knowledge and experience
will be a great help in our progress toward
that goal.

Club officers elected for 2006/7 are:-

*)  President – Alan Thom.
*)  Vice President - Brian Hawke.
*)  Secretary – Bob Begbie.
*)  Treasurer – Brian Hawke
*)  Safety Officer - Cyril Leigh
*)  Boiler Committee – Barry O’Callaghan,
George Harvey, Alan Kemp.
*)  Auditor - Bob Begbie

*)  Authorized Signatories – G Harvey, R Begbie, B
Hawke, A Kemp,
*)  Librarian - A Kemp
*) Newsletter Scribe - R Begbie.

We thank the club officers who have agreed to
continue in the same positions they held last year. We
are grateful to those people for their co-operation and
goodwill. We will do our best to share workloads and
to not make unreasonable demands on anybody. It was
resolved that club subscriptions for the 2007/08, and
subsequent years be increased by $5.00. The new
subscription rates are:-

·          Junior Member $20.00 per annum.
·          Country Member  $25.00 p/a
·          Adult Member $30.00 p/a
·          Family Group  $35.00 p/a
·          Super annuitants $ 25.00 p/a

The meeting confirmed the intention of the club
to proceed with and to hasten progress toward
reconstruction of the remainder of our raised level
small gauge track. We will give priority to that project
and will proceed with work to raise the finance
necessary to proceed.

We resolved further to do our best to find ways of
promoting the club and attracting  additional members,
particularly  people interested in assisting with
operation of our facilities.

A short May General Club Meeting followed the
AGM. Trevor Watt brought in a few Model Engineer
Magazines published in 1939. Although smaller in size
and content than magazines now published, (and priced
at only sixpence per copy) they did seem to cover a
wider range of interests.  In addition to regular articles
by LBSC on construction of miniature steam
locomotives they seemed to contain regular series of
articles on construction and sailing of models of power
boats and yachts and on construction of small internal
combustion engines. The prices of tools, equipment
and casting sets advertised were hard to believe. It was
indeed most interesting to see those magazines. We
thank Trevor for making them available for us to see.
In addition to the ME magazines Trevor also showed
several miniature marine propellors he had hand filed
in brass. He had made those for use on little IC engined
speedboats early in his modelling career. They were
very nicely made and had worked well.

the back of the truck supply through controls hidden
under the tray of the truck.

Alastair Maciver  brought along the Harris
Sweet Pea he is tending, and had a good run on the
raised track though he was hampered initially by the
trolley footboards dragging on the ground.  The build
up of the ground level and grass continues all the
time with each windy period, bringing more sand over
the whole area.  He reverted to the one trolley and
was then putting up a good, but safe, turn of speed
down the seaward straight.  Claude was intrigued with
the circular firebox configuration of the Sweet Pea.
When the whole grate and ashpan construction was
withdrawn at the end of the run the limited firebed
depth and ashpan volume were fairly obvious.  With
care taken in frequent emptying the ashpan portion,
and in using a fuel suitable for a shallow fire it is never
the less capable of good performance.

We extend our greetings and best wishes to our
members and to readers of this newsletter.

Our Annual General Meeting has been and gone.
The meeting was again conducted in good spirit and
with goodwill. The President’s report and the
Treasurer’s financial report were presented. Both
were accepted by the meeting. Both reports and the
meeting noted, with concern, continuing shrinkages
of our membership numbers and of the amount of
time members are able to spend in club activities. It
is recognized that one of the best things we can do
to secure the club’s future is to attract and retain a
wider membership base. We believe there are
avenues open for us to pursue that objective.

The President’s report stressed, and reminded
us of our responsibilities in respect of safe operation
of our facility and pointed to the need for us to buy in
further basic safety equipment.

There have been changes in the roll of club
officers for the coming year. George Harvey has
stepped down from the position of President. Alan

Maidstone Notes - Bob Begbie

Graeme is hoping to rename this Sweet Pea to Lady Dorothy  but in
the meantime it is obviously just another ‘Blue’.   Alastair is removing
the grate/ashpan at the end of  the run on Sunday 28 May with
Claude observing.
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The meeting resolved and authorized we
investigate financing and purchase of an additional 7½”
Gauge locomotive to provide more variety in the
services we can offer. We will try to progress that
activity.

Club activities we have planned for June include:-

*) RAILWAY RUNNING DAYS:-

Sunday 4th June – Team 1
Sunday 18th June – Team 2
(1.00pm until 4.00pm each day.)

The first running day in July will be Sunday 2/7. That
will be team ones turn. The same running times as for
June will apply.

*) WORKING BEES -

Saturday mornings, 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th
June.

*) JUNE GENERAL MEETING  – Thursday 8th June.
The meeting will commence at 7,30pm in the IHC
centre in Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt. We will
concentrate on club business and will endeavour to
make the first steps to action resolutions of our AGM
and May general meeting. Any items of interest
members are able to show will be welcomed.

I wish the best to our readers.

Havelock Easter
The Hartle family went up to Havelock North

for Easter and Dale did a good thing and put up
some information and some photos – and four video
clips on the Keirunga website --

  www.keirungaparkrailway.org.nz/

It was interesting to read about a survey of
passengers they took over the
period.  With Dale’s
permission I copy the report
here.  I would warn you if on
dial up still, that the videos will
take a while to download – they
are bigger than the
powerpoint slideshow, and
the warning size is not given.
It is notable from the survey
that the website is not
responsible for much of the
public knowledge of the track.

“Eas t er Week end 2006
Easter at Keirunga was a

wonderful weekend of steam
and fun. Over four glorious
Hawke’s Bay autumn days,
nearly 5,000 people visited
Keirunga Park Railway for a
ride on our trains.

Visi tor Surv ey
During Easter, we conducted a visitor survey

of 107 groups with 443 people in total. We found
out that 81 groups knew about Keirunga or came
with friends or family who lived in the Hawke’s
Bay. Most groups had 4-6 people, with the largest
group having 12 in all.

Nineteen groups had seen advertisements
or fliers about Keirunga, three had seen our
website, and 12 had found Keirunga through
other means, including inquiring at the local
Visitor Information Centre.

A total of 87 groups were from the Hawke’s Bay,
14 from Wellington, 6 from Auckland, and others from
Wanganui, Manawatu, Waikato, Wairarapa, Bay of
Plenty and Northland. Overseas visitors were from the
USA and Australia.”

Track Opening - HPGR
Mike Hartle went to another notable track event

on 29 April. It was an “Official Opening” of Colin and
Adrienne Burleigh’s Garden Gauge railway at their
home garden in Paraparaumu.  There was a gathering
of about 30 according to Mike and the Kapiti Mayor,
Alan Milne, did the Official thing over ribbons plaques
etc.  The photos tell us more – could even see Graeme
Harris and Allan Kemp in the background of one!

The Mayor of Kapiti giving his Opening speech,
Colin B is all smiles and looking on is Laurie
Duffield.
The labelled ‘Steaming Bay’ makes one wonder
how a diesel or electric loco behaves there.
The Plaque pays tribute to those who helped build
the track.
The station in the lower view is ‘Wyndham’
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eeeee    John Olsen in an e-mail on 1 May related that
he had been out of circulation for a while for a gall
stone removal.  He is back into his boat building and
reports --

“I have a bit more fairing to do, and a bit of work
to do on the rudder and skeg, then I can turn it over. I
am also working on a few things for the engine, a
mechanical lubricator and a couple of oil boxes.

We had a steam day in conjunction with the
maritime museum on Saturday, I took my engine along
and ran it from a boiler on a trailer. We also had Paul
Eaton’s York engine (same bores as mine but longer
stroke) and an engine of Graham Quayles based on a
Stuart 5A. In addition we had a good display of models,
and three steam launches, (counting Puke which
belongs there).  We should have had more, but until
10:00 or so it was raining as only Auckland can. It did
come right by lunchtime and was quite pleasant by
quitting time. The Daldy was also there giving trips.”

eeeee    HVMES also got this e-mail from India that has
caused some interest in the Livesteamers e-mail list.
I quote part of it and it goes on in a convincing manner.
There has been no response on the list regarding
information on any examples of work done by the firm.

 “Dear Sir,     We would like to introduce ourselves
as an Export/manufacturing house based in India, and
are looking forward to manufacture, for your club
members, spares and sub-assemblies, for Model Live
Steam/Diesel/Electric Locomotives and Rolling stocks
on a sub-contract basis at our facilities.”   ---- etc

Nilanjan Paul (Sales)

 K. Paul Private Limited
Calcutta

‘SWEET CREEK’ #8 - loco by Andrew Sullivan
Earlier in my life I was very interested in 5”G

locomotives and after being involved in the forming of
a 7½”G society I decided that I would like to own a
locomotive myself. We got to work and my first 7½”G
loco ended up being an NZR DF running diesel over
hydraulics.

Leading a busy l i fe and having a l imited
engineering ability I either had to buy or have one built.
The first option didn’t seem to be the one, as I had
never heard of larger locomotives of the type I wanted
ever coming up for sale. The second option was to have
one built. I approached several loco builders but they
were unable to fill my needs so the only thing left for
me was to look further afield. It was then that I saw a
set of drawings of a Keith Watson design for “Sweet
Creek”, a 2-6-0 Baldwin loco. This got me going.  I
went about purchasing a set of castings and the
drawings to go with it. By this time I had approached
Keith Robson who was willing to help me fulfill my
dream.

Here are a few details that may interest you. The
chassis was flame cut from 25mm plate; the main
advantage doing this is because there was no need for
horn blocks. The wheels where turned from 280mm
disks. The main valve gear was machined and cut by
Scott Amies at the university.

The 75mm bore x 120mm stroke cylinders where
machined and assembled over a period of time due to
casting imperfection. Now it was time to obtain a boiler
so I decided to go the Briggs way and I approached
several people until I finally spoke to Dave Giles of Ikon
Engineering to see if he would build the rather large
boiler. They also made many of the fittings as well as
the four-chime whistle. The boiler has a 250mm
diameter steel barrel, that has become established with
his Shays, with 32x19mm copper tubes and a fire grate
area of 460cm 2 .  I was keen to use oil but I’m currently
steaming extremely well on char. The steel cab and
the 240 litre tender was folded by a local sheet metal
firm. Much of the construction was well underway and
completed by June 2005 which I am pleased to say
was well under the completion time frame that I had
set. The completed loco weight is just over one tonne
dry. The overall length 4300mm - Height at chimney

1050mm - Cab width 750mm.        c

Labour Weekend
21 - 23 Oct 2006 -- New Plymouth Open Weekend
20 - 23 October -- Havelock North Live Steamers

Open Weekend  (Fri H Bay Show day)
11 -12 Nov 2006 -- Tauranga Open Weekend.
Every fine Sunday afternoon the HVMES run at
the track at Petone, 1300 to 1600hrs  - Welcome.
Maidstone, Upper Hutt,  run on the 1st, and 3rd
Sunday of the month. - Welcome there too!

Dates to Note

Island Line #8
is shown back
on its home
territory after
having been
over at the
Halswell track
at the time of
the Canmod
Convention.  It
stands in the
loco depot
area leading
onto the
turntable.  The
diesel shed is
in the back-
ground.
Andrew stands
with his back
to the camera.


