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Email address - hvmes@steammachine.com
Website - http://www.steammachine.com/hvmes
President - Claude Poulsen Ph 568-8507
Secretary - Gavin McCabe Ph 567-4487
Treasurer - David Grant-TaylorPh 938-1458
Editor  - Peter Anderson Ph 232-4533     pjand@clear.net.nz

and the
MAIDSTONE MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC
c/o 95 Holdsworth Av, Trentham, Upper Hutt   5018
President - Alan Thom Ph 528-2212
Secretary - Bob Begbie Ph 528-9114    rbegbie@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer - Brian Hawke Ph 528-4938
Patron - His Worship Mayor Wayne Guppy.
Location - Maidstone Park, Upper Hutt

** August 2006 **

Hutt Valley MES -

Wednesday 2 August is our usual
meeting night commencing at 7-45pm.

We look forward to seeing some more

Bits and Pieces  on the table.

In fact we intend to entertain and educate
ourselves by contributing some examples or
stories of things that did not go right.  In
engineering terms it is --

Cockup Night
NB Visit to TePuni Mail Centre 16 August

HVMES Committee Meeting  The next one
will be on 3rd Tuesday, 15 August, 7.30pm —
at the Clubrooms.

 Maidstone MES -
Our club  mee ting will be a t

7.30pm on Thursda y 10 A ugus t.

in the IHC cen tre in Goodshed R oad, Upper
Hutt.

 Any i tems o f in teres t tha t members are able
to sho w will be apprecia ted.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

SPECIAL NOTICE
Claude Poulsen has organised a special site visit

to the TePuni Mail Centre

Wednesday 16 August BEFORE 6pm

Assemble in the seaward end carpark for 5.45pm
as we will go in as one group at 6pm on the dot.  No
cameras, cell phones, or handbags.  Claude assures
us it is great to witness, and understand, the marvels
of modern mail sorting.  Please let him know who is
coming at the monthly meeting, or by phone.

July Meeting
With the fearsome weather and the slant given by

the police we felt there would be a poor turnout for the
meeting but there were 13 of us plus the two speakers.

From the Tawa end we had heard the Hutt Road
was blocked by a slip at Horokiwi and the evening
home-bound traffic was down to one lane and delayed.
Some traffic was diverted around Haywards.  As it
transpired we had no delays in our travelling to Petone.

Claude started the meeting with apologies from
those who thought the weather had them pinned down.

Now the subject of the meeting was a place where
you would expect the weather to fasten you down and
they told us the wind often did.  Geoff Linnell and Nic
Donnelly from LINZ gave us the lowdown and some
wonderful pictures of their six week adventure to

From the — HUTT VALLEY MODEL
ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC.

6 Marine Parade, Petone, New Zealand   5012
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** BLAST PIPE **** BLAST PIPE **** BLAST PIPE **** BLAST PIPE **** BLAST PIPE **

J1236 on the Broken River viaduct on the way to Arthurs Pass
on 11 January 2006.
A great place for a photo stop where most of the passengers
scatter themselves on the hillside.  The train sets back and then
steams madly back for the photographers among them. This
‘normal’ photo without the pollution was taken as the train was
setting back..        -  Photo Anderson

HVMES Notes  - The Editor
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New Roster.
The next roster is included with this Blast Pipe for

those of you who take an interest in running of our
track.  It would be really appreciated if we could get
several more members to assist by agreeing to help
in this way.  We have run the last 3 Sundays in brilliant
weather but this is the exception and we often get a

Antarctica.  Of course it was work related as LINZ
is party to International projects in the Ross
Dependency as part of NZ.  One project involved
establishing relative movement of points on the
land mass over a period of 10 years under the
acronym of TAMDEF.  The other was the recording
of tidal variations in the Ross Sea again over a long
period.  The technicalities were well discussed and
questions on many of the aspects were well
answered and helped us appreciate the care
required to measure a location down to the mm in
the harsh conditions.  Of course GPS was the key
to the method.  Some sites were permanent with
continuous readings while others were of a
temporary nature and ran over the summer season.
Life and work under conditions of continuous
daylight and sub zero temperatures were well
described as were the necessary flights by plane
and helicopter to reach the sites that spread over
257 nautical miles from McMurdo.

The calibration of the tidal information brought
its share of problems in drilling through the ice and
establishing probes that would survive for a period.
The tides in this area are basically a 24 hour cycle
and the spring tide cycle is used for calibration to
give the best accuracy.

Altogether a fascinating and well illustrated
presentation that will satisfy most of us who find
Wellington cold enough!  Our thanks to Geoff and
Nic for sharing their experiences with us.

“Photos courtesy of Land Information New Zealand, Geoff
Linnell and Nic Donnelly”

Bits on the table
-- included some more finishing parts for Ross

Johnson’s beam engine.  The plinth looked a bit
bare and certainly unsafe for any scale operator so
handrails were called for.  The tapered stanchions
to support this got Ross thinking until he found the
work done for him in a 1996 ME.  He followed this
and had a collection of bits neatly installed in an
old first aid box so the form tools and fixtures are
available for the next round.  The part we found
hard to believe was that the stanchions are turned
with a taper of 1/3°.   It sounds too small to be
noticeable.

Two photos show the Cape Roberts Tracker.  (Geoff stands by it in
the top photo) - GPS locator.  A new installation complete with solar
panels for long term recording.

McMurdo Station taken from up the hill

Mt Erebus as seen from the helicopter heading back to
base.

On page 3 - Nic and Geoff drilling through the metre or
so of ice to establish a probe for tidal measurements for
CR calibration.
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spell due to wet Sundays.  Please see Peter Anderson
if you can commit to even six times a year.

HVMES Subscriptions
These were due back in April and several have

paid on earlier reminders in Blast Pipe.  Those with
subs still outstanding have an invoice enclosed this
time.  Please advise your postal code with the renewal.

At the Track
Apart from the 3 fine Sundays mentioned there

were only three other days that Claude was able to
run the track during the school holidays and the
number of passengers about was
disappointing.  Gavin McCabe ran #66  on
9/7 and it certainly attracted a few more
passengers.  The calm brilliance of the day,
in the middle of the school holiday period,
had people out for an airing too.

We look forward to some more good runs as
the days slowly get longer.

With Murray McKenzie and his team at work
running the train on 23/7 Claude decided to steam
up Speedy  but struck trouble.  To start with, the
grate would not sit right in the firebox.  It is a tricky
operation feeding it up through the ashpan flap and
flipping it over to sit in its designed position.  After
getting that right there was a continuous blow up
the chimney that could not be controlled.  The
source of this was not found at the time and Speedy
was consigned to storage.

Gavin came into the picture the following day
and it was found that the regulator disc was not
seated and the regulator rod required a tap in to
bring things right.

A further batch of numbered blue tickets have
been purchased and each ticket cost 3.34cents.  The

six trip tickets on the other hand are produced by the
Editor and they are priceless!  Those of you handling
cash in the ticket office will need to be aware of the new
coinage coming into use and take greater care to give
the correct coins in change.  Please be aware that we
may not be able to bank foreign coinage so try not to
accept these.

MEANZ recently asked each club for one or two
nominations of suitable club members who would be
prepared to act as Safety Auditors as the Association
embarks on the self management scheme.  Gavin
McCabe has graciously accepted the role and his name
has been forwarded.

Maidstone Notes - Bob Begbie
We extend our
greetings and best
wishes to our

members and to readers of this newsletter.

We have a couple of items of news of members.  Barry Jessop
of Masterton has not continued his membership. He has withdrawn
from the club. He told me that one of the locomotives built by his
late father has now been sold; the other is in storage. Barry told
me he has always enjoyed the Blast Pipe newsletters he received as
a member of our club and that he appreciated the information on
our hobby provided in those newsletters.

Above - Henry again, caught Mike Coghlan
and Claude Poulsen battling with a Speedy
steam blow on Sunday 23 July.

Left - Henry Cuttriss found this panel
of Special Fasteners at  Hayes
hardware shop in Invercargill
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example to young people, declared the whole of
Maidstone Park a smoke free zone. The have even
slapped a NO SMOKING sign on the fence around our
steaming bays. Fortunately we are able to tell them
nobody in our club smokes tobacco.

I have been a little disappointed with the response
to my enquiry in the July newsletter for updates of
member’s postal addresses, particularly with the new
post codes. I haven’t had a single answer. All I can say
is, if your newsletters go astray in the post because
they are incorrectly addressed, that will be tough!

I wish the best to our readers.

Tracklaying at Winter CreekTracklaying at Winter CreekTracklaying at Winter CreekTracklaying at Winter CreekTracklaying at Winter Creek
Chris Draper of Albany and our member Ted

Barnes (of Inglewood) have been conferring as both
are in the home track building business.  Chris offered
to pen some notes for Blast Pipe so where better to start
than with a bit of track work.  The notes he supplied
are on his website which has more notes, photos, and
a layout plan of the rai lway he is creating.
www.thefunnyfarm.co.nz/

My tracklaying method is a bit different from what
clubs do and thought it might be of interest. I use the
tried and true slotted sleeper method but do not pre-
bend rails. Next to the trains, track is visually very
important to me, so I lay my track ‘in situ’ to get a nice
smooth flow from straight to curve. The accompanying
photos are of a very sharply curved storage siding, laid
beside my turntable (The old Palmerston North unit
rebuild - but that is another story). This provides a good
example of the smoothness that can be achieved by
this method in an extreme situation.
Method for laying:

1) Lay one 6m length of 32x10 bar on roadbed,
push grooved sleepers on at about 100mm intervals

2) Align the one rail/sleeper combination to exactly
where you want it to go. I use reinforcing rod pegs as
‘encouragers’ where needed. If the join is on a curve, I
will weld the joint while the rails are clamped together
in a straight line, then let the natural flexibility of the
steel take care of the curve through the joint when the
rail is bent into place, (See photo 1).

3) Lay second rail along the top of the sleepers.
Again – if the joint area is curved – weld it before next
step

4) Nudge the rail into rough alignment over the
sleeper grooves that are ready to accept it. Don’t worry
if it does not sit perfectly at this stage.

Dean Cook has just moved back from Wellington
to Upper Hutt. We assure Dean that if he is now able
to take part in our meetings and club activities he
will be very welcome.

Club activities we have planned for August
include:-

Railway running days - 1.0 to 4.0 pm each day.

- Sunday 6 th  August – Team 1

- Sunday20th August – Team 2

-   The first running day in September will be
Sunday 3/9 (team 1)

Working Bees:-

-   Saturday Mornings – 12 th  & 26 th  August (two
only in weeks when no track running is scheduled.)

Augus t General Mee ting:-
-Thursday 10 th  August. The meeting wil l

commence at 7.30 pm in the IHC centre in Goodshed
Road Upper Hutt.

In spite of generally poor weather in the early
part of July we have managed very successful track
operations on both scheduled running days. On the
second running day, 16/7, we were able to use only
our club, battery electric locomotive and found that
somewhat underpowered for the loads we had to
handle. It was certainly struggling by the end of the
day. We thank the members who operated the railway
on those days. They obtained good results and made
worthwhile contributions to the club kitty.

It has become very obvious to us that that if we
are improve and expand our track operations we are
going to have to get a powerful, capable and reliable
7½” gauge club locomotive to handle the bulk of the
work. In the June issue of BP we undertook to
investigate financing and purchase of a 7½” gauge
locomotive. We have since decided it will be more
practical and purposeful to build that locomotive
ourselves as a club project. To that end we have
bought a brand new 6¼ horse Dynalink single
cylindered petrol engine. That is almost the dead spit
of a Honda engine with its inclined cylinder. We have
also got in frame steel, a torque converter type or
hydrostatic drive unit and a right angled geared drive
to complete the drive train. We appreciate the work
Brian Hawke has done in sourcing those components
and in getting the project moving. We all need now
to get in and support that project.

The engine we intend to build is based upon an
A & G Price built NZR TR class two axled shunting
locomotive.

Other matters tabled at the meeting included:-

We are discussing, with council the possible
replacement of the concrete brick fence at the base
of the bank opposite our station. That fence has been
practically destroyed by vandals and left as an
unsightly mess.

We are also discussing with council the need for
them to clean and maintain the drain which clears
storm water from the hill behind our track. Our
member, Richard Capper has spent a lot of time and
done a great job keeping that drain clear. Because
of the amount of loose dirt and silt in the area it needs
a lot of attention. We do feel we should be able to
expect more assistance in that work.

Council have, with the object of setting a good
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5) Double check the original rail
and sleepers are still where you want
them  (Eye works best)

6) Stand on both rails and using
a farm-fencing type post rammer
GENTLY tap the top of the second rail
as you walk the length, (Photo 2). The
idea is to start the rail into the gaps –
not belt i t  al l  the way home.
Sometimes you tap the sides of the
rail to bring it into alignment with the
grooves,

7) Once the rail is started turn
and tap all the way back and forth
until rail is seated. A tap on the other
rail also helps bed the whole length.
And you are ready to move to the next
length! (Photo 3)

8) Previous steps are normally
done on approximately graded clay
and occasionally (as in this example),
on ‘gap 7’ metal. It is a pig to do if
the surface is not flat, but not
impossible. Point is - it needn’t be
perfect.

9) Once track is laid, I dump
‘gap 7’ ballast onto the whole structure.  Then using
hands I lift the track up into the ballast by a few mm.
THEN I go about leveling / superelevating it in the
usual way. Several people have warned against ‘gap
7’, but I have had excellent results - and its cheap!

So far nearly 300m of track has been laid this way.
Some of it has been in use for 4 years with no problems

and very little maintenance.  – Chris Draper.

BUYER BEWARE - from the June Generator
Stan Compton  drew attention to the following

events.

A man in New Zealand bought a 3¼” gauge ‘Jinty’
0 – 6 – 0 tank engine from England off the Internet. It
came with a boiler certificate supposedly issued by
the Hereford Model Engineers in England. The new
owner emailed the Hereford Club secretary asking for
confirmation of the certificate which was issued on 29.
3. 05.

Now here is the catch, Stan Compton is, and has
been for some time, the boiler inspector for the
Hereford Club. He has NEVER seen this engine or its
boiler. He believes that someone has obtained one of
their certificates and forged the details and signatures.

I have a photocopy of the certificate in front of me as I
write and neither of the boiler inspectors’ signatures
is Stan’s. Also he points out that a genuine certificate
has a printed number on it and this ‘certificate’ didn’t.
It does make one wonder if there is a serious fault
with the boiler that led the seller to falsify a boiler
certificate to facilitate the sale of the locomotive.

– Doug Chambers.

ME Stalwarts Pass On
A couple of names stood out for me in deceased

ME notables recently.  There was George Barlow
who has been associated with the Romney Hythe &
Dymchurch over many years.  George Barlow, B.E.M.,
the retired Superintendant and Lead Driver of the
Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway in Kent,
England, was in his 90’s and had suffered several falls

and died in early July.

George was a true
“Live Steamer” and beside
running the 15" gauge
locomotives of the 14 mile
long RH&DR, he owned
and ran a number of small
scale live steam powered
locomotives.

And in early June the
ME e-mail list was advised
that  Stan Nipper  had
died following about two
weeks hospital ization.
Stan was a regular
contributor to the topics on
the list, particularly in the
field of model road steam
vehicles.  He was the co-
author with Martin Wallis of
the current series on
building the Savage
‘Universal Carrier’ .  He
got into this by building
one of the prototype

models of the Savage ‘Little Samson’  steam truck
described in an earlier series and had provided a lot
of the photos and other comment for that project.

There is more about Stan in Model Engineer
Smoke Rings issue 4277.

e   The Palmerston North Model Engineers
are going to have a Model Engineering Exhibition in
the Leisure Centre, 26th – 27th August with set up on
Friday 25th. Bruce Geange (06-357-0566) and Chris
Rogers (06-356-1759) are the coordinators.

e   Thames Leading Points  arrived in an
economical package with June and July issues
bundled together.  Bear with me quoting some old
stuff from the June issue which commented on their
successful open weekend 20,21 May.

Sereena Burton  wrote –

“Did everyone enjoy themselves at our open
weekend?

Weren’t we lucky with the weather?

Another thing that I think that we are lucky with is
the way that, in some respects, the members of the
Thames Small Gauge Railway are like a family. Sure,
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sometimes we disagree and occasionally we feel that
some members remind us of the saying: ‘you can choose
your friends but you can’t choose your relatives’, but on
the whole we get along well. We all have our skills and
strengths and we are able to use them to the betterment
of the whole club. We have our weaknesses and no one
belittles each other for that. We respect each others
roles, support each other, and don’t take each other for
granted. Not everyone has the ability, skills or strengths
to do the manual labour, but then not everyone has the
skills or personality to do the more ‘administrative’ (for
want of a better word) roles either. We each do what we
can, and allow each other to do what they can. We belong
because we want to have fun and put something back
into the community; we don’t take advantage of each
other and we don’t monopolise the more ‘fun’ aspects of
running a small gauge railway.

The open weekend was an example of how we were
able to all pull together, working on our strengths and
producing something that the town and our visitors
appreciated. We should be congratulated.

And I think we are pretty lucky.”  -- Sereena
This is s omething for every club to aim for, but

then we are just a bunch of blokes!  The President,
Tony Smith, came on in the following editorial and
agreed they had a ‘great weekend’.

The centre spread in both issues have some good
photos. Trains and locos, in the June issue (sans
captions unfortunately), and of the people involved in
the July issue, with some redeeming captions!

The website to visit for the Thames club comes
from the Tauranga ‘Wheels and Floats’.  http://
homepage.mac.com/fsandre/1/welcome.html

A website for broadband though, as I found out
from experience on dial up!

26 - 27 August -- Palmerston North ME Exhibition
Labour Weekend
21 - 23 Oct 2006 -- New Plymouth Open Weekend
20 - 23 October -- Havelock North Live Steamers

Open Weekend  (Fri H Bay Show day)
11 -12 Nov 2006 -- Tauranga Open Weekend.
Every fine Sunday afternoon the HVMES run at
the track at Petone, 1300 to 1600hrs  - Welcome.
Maidstone, Upper Hutt,  run on the 1st, and 3rd
Sunday of the month. - Welcome there too!

Dates to Note

Train Mountain
TM in Chiloquin held their Triennial Meet from

26 June to 2 July and Lindsay McDonnell wrote
beforehand in his musings – “There are 240 locos
registered so far and about 750 enthusiasts. It’s the
biggest display our hobby has and its made possible
by Quentin Breen and the many engineers who have
built the 14 mile mainline (22 miles with sidings). The
analogy may not sit well with some but it’s like Muslims
going to Mecca during their lifetime; Live Steamers
need to experience the world’s longest 7¼” gauge
railroad.”

In the Following month he stated “With over 300
locos expected and 1000 guests, it surely will be a
big meet.”

Of course if you need to make the pilgrimage at
the Triennial you will have to wait until 2009, but there
are plenty of other smaller meets that may satisfy you!
Check out their website at www.trainmountain.org  or

have a chat with Gavin
McCabe who has already
made his pilgrimage!

Jim Nickless, Russell Wakeham, Harold Sinclair, Derek Falvey, Russell Burney, David Walters, Bob Walters, Trixie Hicks.
George Zbinden, Ken Cassells, Keith Walker, Stan Hicks, Ian Wilson, Con Bailey, Bill Vaughan, Len Ransom

Brian Wheeler, Rex Hill, Stan Rains, Alex Gregor, Brian Fyfe, Peter Carr, Gavin McCabe, Des Finlay
Peter Anderson, Ken Johnson, Clive Adams, Jim Dawson, Dean Cook, Chris Grallelis (Aust)

Jonathan Ordish, Jim Quickenden, John Olsen, Phil Brodie, Mike Coghlan, Allen Turner,

This photo was ‘discovered’ by Claude in an old Blast Pipe  of April
1983.  Some of us are still around but looking ‘different’!

        Photo by the late Len Ransom


